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African American Literary Theory: A Reader is the first volume to document the central texts and

arguments in African American literary theory from the 1920s through the present. As the volume

progresses chronologically from the rise of a black aesthetic criticism, through the Blacks Arts

Movement, feminism, structuralism and poststructuralism, and the rise of queer theory, it focuses on

the key arguments, themes, and debates in each period.By constantly bringing attention to the

larger political and cultural issues at stake in the interpretation of literary texts, the critics gathered

here have contributed mightily to the prominence and popularity of African American literature in this

country and abroad. African American Literary Theory provides a unique historical analysis of how

these thinkers have shaped literary theory, and literature at large, and will be a indispensable text

for the study of African American intellectual culture.Contributors include Sandra Adell, Michael

Awkward, Houston A. Baker, Jr., Hazel V. Carby, Barbara Christian, W.E.B. DuBois, Ann duCille,

Ralph Ellison, Henry Louis Gates, Jr., Addison Gayle Jr., Carolyn F. Gerald, Evelynn Hammonds,

Phillip Brian Harper, Mae Gwendolyn Henderson, Stephen E. Henderson, Karla F.C. Holloway,

Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, LeRoi Jones (Amiri Baraka), Joyce A. Joyce, Alain Locke,

Wahneema Lubiano, Deborah E. McDowell, Harryette Mullen, Larry Neal, Charles I. Nero, Robert F.

Reid-Pharr, Marlon B. Ross, George S. Schuyler, Barbara Smith, Valerie Smith, Hortense J.

Spillers, Sherley Anne Williams, and Richard Wright.

Paperback: 730 pages

Publisher: NYU Press; 1 edition (June 30, 2000)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 081475810X

ISBN-13: 978-0814758106

Product Dimensions:  6.1 x 1.9 x 9.2 inches

Shipping Weight: 2.9 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.5 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (4 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #696,893 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #322 inÂ Books > Literature &

Fiction > History & Criticism > Regional & Cultural > United States > African American   #382

inÂ Books > Textbooks > Humanities > Literature > Literary Theory   #523 inÂ Books > Textbooks >

Reference > Encyclopedias



This is an excellent textbook for an undergraduate class or a graduate class that needs to quickly

go through the history before getting to current works. Countless scholars and groundbreaking

works.

This book was on my wish list for about two years. I wanted it because I thought it would be helpful

in my academic pursuits. It is an amazing addition to my bookshelf and I am finding it extremely

useful for the research paper that I am currently working on.

Overpriced textbooks will always be overpriced, unfortunately. Nothing you can do about it I

suppose. The quality and condition is good.

great add to growing collection!
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